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MAJOR PROJECTS — STATUS 
437. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s long answer yesterday about the Auditor General’s recommendation that the Department 
of Finance should work to improve transparency through regular reporting to Parliament and the public on the cost, 
time and status of major projects. 
(1) Will the Premier accept the Auditor General’s finding that his government could improve the transparency 

of major projects? 
(2) Will the Premier adopt the Auditor General’s recommendations to promote accountability and build 

community trust and confidence in the management of the government’s significant investment of public 
money in major public assets? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(2) Yesterday I outlined a range of transparency initiatives that have been put in place. I do not know whether 

the member was listening. Ordinarily he does not, so I assume that he did not get the long list of transparency 
initiatives I outlined to the house yesterday to deal with these matters. I also explained to him that we 
have a budget each year and we have a midyear review. If there are changes in parameters or cost, it is in 
the budget and the midyear review. We had the budget estimates process. It was the most boring and useless 
performance by an opposition in the history of the Westminster system. In fact, the opposition asked for 
the hours to be cut back during budget estimates. It was really quite extraordinary, and had never been 
seen before. 
We reveal those matters in the budget and the midyear review. What is happening in terms of major 
projects is exactly what is happening around Australia and around the world, which is that project costs 
are escalating because the cost of steel and products is growing—40 per cent or thereabouts in the cost of 
steel over the past year or so, and timber has gone up by 20 per cent. There is an escalation.  
Fortunately, because of the state government’s financial management, we are in the best financial position 
of any state in Australia and we have capacity to meet those increased costs, but we need to smooth 
out some of the projects so that they are built over a longer period of time and we do not cram too many 
projects into a short period and, therefore, put more heat on the private sector and people trying to build 
projects privately. 
I outlined to the member yesterday, and I will do it again for him, the transparency initiatives that we 
have put in place. 

Ms M.J. Davies: What have you got against the recommendations of the Auditor General? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am reading them out to you—the establishment of Infrastructure WA, the development of 
the state infrastructure strategy — 
Mr R.S. Love interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order! Member, you have asked a question and there is an opportunity for a supplementary. 
Please let the Premier answer. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The initiatives include the creation of the infrastructure delivery unit in the major projects 
unit in the Department of Finance, whole-of-state reporting on the delivery of infrastructure programs and projects, 
the establishment of the major projects expenditure review subcommittee, procurement and reform, including the 
introduction of the Procurement Act 2020 and, more broadly, a range of initiatives following the Paul Whyte affair 
in the Department of Housing that went uncovered for 10 years to ensure that we have greater accountability and 
transparency with regard to government spend, particularly in procurement agencies.  
That is what is occurring. I do not understand what the member is asking for. I do not think he knows what he 
is asking for. I think he just flails around looking for something to be negative about. The member yesterday was 
being negative and attacking the fact that we got the commonwealth to pay for 75 per cent of projects in WA. He 
made out that that was a bad thing. I do not think he knows what he stands for, what he believes in or what he is 
trying to do. The opposition is in a total state of discombobulation. It has been that way for five years, and I expect 
that will continue. 
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